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A Friend of Leprosy Patients

>Inging was a taient that A-Tfeng vao excelled at from a young age, likely
inherited from her Atayal heritage. Her voice was melodious and lively, with
a sweet tone that made her singing very pleasant. Her family and friends
loved to hear her sing. Through singing, she endured her early years of
poverty and hardship, which uplifted her spirit and allowed her to
successfully complete her education and engage in social service work.
Unexpectedly, her singing later also helped to soothe the suffering of
patients and inspire their will to survive. A-feng Dao attributes all this to God.
She believes it is God who conveys His compassion and love for humanity
through her voice.
The 2nd Medical Contribution Award (1991) by Meng-ren Gu

Friend of Leprosy Patients - A-feng Dao

Those who know A-feng Dao are likely attracted to her cheerful and
forthright personality. She has a large face that is always filled with enthusiasm,
much like the sun, making people feel close and warm. Her thick lips are always
curved in a smile, and when she speaks, she is articulate and humorous,
drawing people to her. Patients especially see her as a caregiver; her presence
alleviates much of their pain.

A-feng Dao, now 43, currently serves as a chaplain at Pingtung Christian
Hospital. She has dedicated more than 20 years to grassroots nursing work.
During her 13 years at Pingtung Christian Hospital, she is most renowned for
her involvement in the treatment of leprosy patients, with remarkable
results. This work significantly controlled the leprosy outbreak in the Pingtung
area, making it one of her most celebrated achievements.

A-Feng Dao, originally surnamed Tian, is a member of the Atayal indigenous
people from Taichung.

A-feng Dao's life is rich in legendary color. The origin of her surname, "Dao,"
alone could fill a basket with stories. A-feng Dao, originally surnamed Tian, is
an Atayal native from Heping Township, Taichung County. In her childhood, her
family was well-off. Her father was the chieftain of the tribe, owning vast



forests and fields, making them very wealthy. Unfortunately, her father passed
away when she was nine. After her father's uncles divided the family property,
her family fell into decline. To make a living, her mother remarried a veteran
who was reclaiming land in the mountains, and A-feng adopted her
stepfather's surname and ancestral home in Huaiyang County, Henan Province,
China.

Due to the limited income from her stepfather, supporting a family of nine
was not easy, and life was quite difficult. A-feng Dao graduated from Heping
Elementary School with excellent grades and secured a public scholarship to
attend Taichung Municipal Taichung Girls' Junior High School. After junior
high, she was admitted to Provincial Fengyuan High School, but due to her
worsening family situation, she only wanted to find a job quickly to support
her family. Just at that time, the village church announced good news: World
Vision had established a nursing school affiliated with the Puli Christian
Hospital to help underprivileged indigenous girls continue their education,
providing full scholarships and covering living expenses. This was great news
for A-feng Dao, and she was admitted to the nursing school with top grades,
thus beginning her lifelong career in grassroots nursing.

A-feng Dao was a naive indigenous girl who entered nursing school by
chance without much mental preparation. During her first hospital internship,
she fainted at the sight of blood clots, startling the doctors and patients
present. Actually, she wasn't usually timid; she often walked mountain paths
alone in the dark and was quite independent in group settings, even
considered a prominent figure. It was unexpected that she would embarrass
herself in such a situation.

This event was a big shock to her, but she decided not to back down since
she had already embarked on this path. To overcome her psychological barrier,
she sought opportunities to build her courage by observing accident scenes
and voluntarily cleaning the morgue. Soon, she became accustomed to such
situations and was able to face various tragic scenarios calmly. Many of her
classmates, unable to withstand the tests, either transferred schools or were
expelled, which made A-feng Dao proud and gratified.

According to A-feng Dao, this perseverance comes from the indomitable
spirit of the Atayal people. This determination and persistence kept her at the
top of her class, and she graduated first in her class from nursing school.
Habitually finishing meals in less than 5 minutes After graduating, A-feng Dao
stayed at Puli Christian Hospital and was assigned to the frontline of the
surgical operating room due to her outstanding performance. Due to the
severe shortage of nursing staff at that time, she had to care for three or four
wards by herself, including severe injury and burn treatment areas. The
patients were mainly hospitalized due to car accidents, burns, scalds from
boiling water, and gas explosions. As a result, their appearances were often
very dire. It was necessary to stop their bleeding, apply medication, and
prepare the equipment for the doctors to perform surgery immediately. After
the surgery, she still had to administer injections, change dressings, and even
feed, bathe, and groom the patients. This left her utterly exhausted, with no
time to rest. She even had to eat quickly, finishing her meals within five
minutes. After over 20 years of training, it had become a habit. Even now, when
she is less busy, it rarely takes her more than five minutes to finish a meal.

Reflecting on her early days as a nurse, A-feng Dao felt a special sympathy



for burn and scald patients. Some of the more serious patients had over 80%
of their skin and faces damaged. Their entire bodies were wrapped in
bandages, and they had to wear masks, looking just like mummies. Changing
their dressings caused them so much pain that they screamed like wild boars,
which was agonizing to hear. She would sing to comfort them or teach them
to sing to distract them from their pain. Hearing patients sing through their
masks, groaning and singing simultaneously, often brought tears to her eyes.
She told them that only the Lord could help them, and that God wanted to
use them to minimize human suffering. Human potential is limitless, and God
would allow them to fully realize it. Even patients without faith were greatly
moved and saw improvement in their condition.

Singing was a talent that A-feng Dao excelled at from a young age, likely
inherited from her Atayal heritage. Her voice was melodious and lively, with a
sweet tone that made her singing very pleasant. Her family and friends loved
to hear her sing. Through singing, she endured her early years of poverty and
hardship, which uplifted her spirit and allowed her to successfully complete
her education and engage in social service work. Unexpectedly, her singing
later also helped to soothe the suffering of patients and inspire their will to
survive. A-feng Dao attributes all this to God. She believes it is God who
conveys His compassion and love for humanity through her voice.

2 years later, A-feng Dao was promoted to head nurse. and transferred to
work in the tuberculosis ward. At that time, tuberculosis was a dreaded disease,
with severe cases often being fatal. Everyone feared tuberculosis. For A-feng
Dao, facing a new work environment was undoubtedly a huge challenge.
Tuberculosis patients are most prone to coughing up blood. Sometimes, in the
middle of the night, an episode can result in coughing up half a basin of blood,
staining the floor of the ward red. Unfortunately, there were only two nurses
on night duty. They had to juggle administering hemostatic agents, setting up
IV drips, and cleaning the blood-stained bed and floor, which could be
extremely stressful. The most frightening aspect is the patients' conditions.
They are often terrified, losing color in their faces, fearing they might not
survive. Alternatively, they may moan and wail in agony, turning the entire
ward into a hellish scene that is unbearable to witness.

Bringing Life into the Tuberculosis Ward through Singing

After joining the tuberculosis ward, A-feng Dao brought her singing into the
ward. In addition to the routine nursing care, she spent more time in the ward.
Whenever a patient was slightly stabilized, she would teach them to play the
guitar and lead them in singing, performing both popular and religious songs.
Patients willingly cooperated, earnestly learning, and the originally gloomy and
silent ward became lively with singing.

In 1976, A-feng Dao got married. Her husband was a naval officer, and her
in-laws were in Ren'ai Township, Nantou County. To adapt to married life, she
had to leave Puli Christian Hospital and temporarily stop her beloved nursing
work. Leaving with reluctance, she cried when she bid farewell to her
colleagues and patients. To her, Puli Christian Hospital was not only a place of
enlightenment and learning but also a place where she dedicated herself to
serving God and patients with practical actions. From a young nurse in white
to an angel in white and later becoming a wife, she passed through significant
milestones in her life here. She has developed a deep, almost inextricable
bond with Puli Christian Hospital.



God's will for her to leave Puli did not mean leaving the patients, but that
God had another plan for her to serve those who needed her more elsewhere.
In 1978, her husband was transferred to Pingtung, and she followed him there.
By chance, one of her teachers was a director at Pingtung Christian Hospital,
and through his introduction, A-feng Dao joined the hospital, thus beginning a
new phase in her nursing career. There, she gained recognition from the
community and the medical field for caring for leprosy patients, earning her
significant honors in her nursing career.

Upon joining Pingtung Christian Hospital, Dao Ah-Fong immediately
engaged in public health work as a community nurse, visiting patients' homes
and conducting health education. Due to the inconvenient transportation at
that time, with rough and bumpy mountain roads, most of the routes were
impassable by car and could only be traversed on foot. The villages scattered
deep in the mountains required a seven- to eight-hour walk to reach, often
necessitating an overnight stay in the village. Enduring the elements, such as
eating in the wind and drinking in the dew, and being exposed to the sun and
rain, became a daily routine. Sometimes, she had to enlist the help of local
young men to carry medicines and equipment in order to reach more remote
villages. Many people view mountain climbing as a daunting task, but not A-
feng Dao. Traversing mountains was her forte. Conducting medical rounds in
the mountainous regions allowed her to visit old friends and alleviate people's
ailments. This was her source of joy and it was the driving force behind her
wholehearted dedication to her work.

In 1982, the Pingtung Christian Hospital strengthened its public health
efforts by extending community nursing to include home care. This initiative
extended the hospital's clinical nursing services to even more remote areas,
covering Sanmin Township, the Qijin Peninsula, Gaoshu Township in
Kaohsiung County, and the remote mountainous regions of Sandimen, Taiwu,
and Majia in Pingtung. A-feng Dao became even more actively involved,
extending her care and passion to a broader area. It was during this time that
she began to encounter patients with leprosy.

In early Taiwan, leprosy patients were truly the most pitiful group of people
in the world. Due to ignorance, people believed leprosy was contagious and
incurable, so even relatives avoided them. Most patients were confined in dark
corners, never seeing sunlight and dying without anyone knowing. Those who
first cared for them and extended a helping hand were actually foreign
churches, which established the TLRP for use by church hospitals in various
regions. In the south, Pingtung Christian Hospital was considered a pioneer in
this area. At that time, there was a Finnish missionary, Marlena, who
specialized in leprosy treatment and follow-up work. A-feng Dao admired her
greatly and volunteered to be her assistant, and together they started leprosy
prevention and treatment work in the Pingtung area.

In the beginning, the work did not progress smoothly. Leprosy patients and
their families not only knew nothing about leprosy, but the patients generally
were weary of living and had given up on themselves. Out of shame, they
concealed their conditions, making the prevention and treatment work very
difficult. Even when patients were found, both they and their families were
unwilling to cooperate. Those with bad attitudes would verbally abuse them,
insult them to their faces, and even resort to violence or release dogs to attack,
making the situation quite embarrassing and threatening for them. However,



they did not retreat because of this. Instead, they doubled their time and love
to approach the patients and continuously communicate with their families,
letting them know that leprosy is not shameful or sinful, but treatable. Only
then did the patients gradually believe and accept this, and their families began
to change their attitudes and accept them.

To Gain Patients' Trust, Wounds Are Cleaned Without Gloves

To gain the patients' trust, Marlena and A-feng Dao did not wear masks or
gloves while cleaning their wounds, scraping off ulcerating tissue, and
trimming the skin, using practical actions to show the patients and their
families that leprosy was neither terrifying nor contagious. Their love and
patience finally won the trust of the patients. They were willing to cooperate
with them, accept treatment, and even go to the hospital for further
diagnosis and follow-up checks.

Previously despairing, pessimistic, and self-loathing patients and families,
once enveloped in fear and shame on the verge of collapse and destruction,
found hope, love, and the strength to stand back up in society and enjoy family
life again. To them, A-feng Dao was like a reborn parent, a manifestation of
God. Thus, they established eternal trust and friendship. A-feng Dao's efforts
were not in vain. The mission entrusted to her by God was finally accomplished.
Most of the 200 patients received proper treatment, which controlled their
conditions. Currently, nine patients are still undergoing treatment. The
Mycobacterium leprae, which ravaged southern Taiwan for nearly half a
century, was about to be eradicated by human wisdom and love, thanks to the
long-term efforts of A-feng Dao and countless dedicated leprosy healthcare
workers.

In March 1991, A-feng Dao transitioned to chaplaincy work at Pingtung
Christian Hospital, focusing on evangelism and psychological counseling. She
hoped to use the experience accumulated from 22 years of nursing to further
serve patients, help them find clarity and peace, understand the causes and
effects of diseases, and embark on the road to rehabilitation as soon as
possible. To her, this was an even greater challenge because it encompassed
the rehabilitation and reorganization of the patients' body, mind, and spirit,
requiring greater patience, more love, and stronger perseverance to succeed.

A-feng Dao never felt regret for her decision in life—only pride. As a devout
Christian, she was only grateful for God's grace. It was God who guided her
onto this path. She loved her work above all else and never felt weary. Once a
nurse, always a nurse. If she could choose in the next life, she would
unhesitatingly choose the white uniform again and be an eternal angel for
mankind!
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